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From The President’s Desk
Compatriots & Friends,
Well here we are, almost at the end of Summer 2017. It’s been a full summer of activities for
the SAR at local, state, and national levels. I wish to thank all of you who represented
Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12 in these activities. The Color Guard has certainly been busy
this summer, with participation in grave marking ceremonies, parades, naturalization
oath of allegiance ceremonies, memorial ceremonies, and education events.
The 127th National Conference was held in Knoxville, Kentucky in July. Troy Bailey and
Tim Ward, of our chapter, attended. In fact, Troy has provided a summary of the events in
this newsletter. Several members and our chapter and some souses received awards at
Congress and State events. As you may know, participation in SAR activities by members
and families can lead to awards. See the awards presented this summer later in the
Newsletter.
Special congratulations to Vice President General Elect, Tim Ward who’s been elected to
serve as VPG of the Central District (Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, and Indiana) in
2018/2019. The VPG’s are the second highest-ranking General Officers elected in our
National Society, reporting to President General.
In nine years, we will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. Your thoughts and suggestions promoting awareness and developing
promotional ideas are welcomed and encouraged. President General Guzy is requesting that
a significant effort be spent in achieving greater retention of members and recruiting of
new members. As we engage in this effort, we will begin by looking at why we haven’t been
particularly successful in achieving these objectives in NEO Chapter #12. Within the next
month, you will be asked to support this effort by taking a few minutes to complete a
survey on membership and what it means to you.
Representatives from the chapter also attended the State Society BOM and Fort Laurens
Memorial held in Bolivar, Ohio on July 27th an 28th. A National Color Guard contingent of
twenty-eight members, from several states, and numerous members, participated in the
memorial service at the only Revolutionary War Fort in Ohio. See more on this later on in
the newsletter.
2018 Dues First Notice: It’s that time of the year, when we begin our dues drive for 2018.
Dues this year will again be $55 for regular member ($35 for National, $10 for State, and $10
for Chapter). Other categories; Junior, Life, will remain the same.
Patriotically yours,
Steve Hinson, President
Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12
Sons of the American Revolution
Home: (440) 293-4314, Cell: (440) 645-7322
stevhin@earthlink.net
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Welcome New SAR Members!
Robert James Clark III
Owen Scott Cole
Michael Owen Shadle
William Charles Ward Jr.

Fort Laurens Remembered
The Ohio Society and dozens of SAR Chapters from Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and
Virginia, the DAR and the CAR presented wreaths and paid their respects to the
Unknown Patriot at the site of Fort Laurens, the only American Revolutionary Fort in
Ohio.
This annual nationally recognized event held on the last Saturday of July, the 29th this
year, had over forty members part of the Color Guard and over fifty wreaths presented.
Don McGraw, State Society President, presided over the ceremony with Don Merriman
leading the National Anthem. Bob Fish of the West Virginia Society and Central District
VPG, gave the Featured Presentation.
The Awards Luncheon had over 100 in
attendance at the Firehouse Tavern in
Zoar. Special recognition was made of
the twenty men who have made
contributions to the Fort Laurens
Regiment. Joe Dooley of Virginia, Past
PG of the National Society, and member
of the Ohio Society was made a General
in the Regiment for his initial idea of
the Regiment and continued support.
(ohssardispatch.wordpress.com)

Fort Laurens — July 29th, 2017

Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12 Officers
President - Steve Hinson
1st Vice President - Jim Gilbert
2nd Vice President - Jim Pildner
Registrar & Genealogist - Tim Ward

Secretary - Dan Matheke
Treasurer - Troy Bailey
Historian - Scott Wludyga
Chaplain - Bill Robinson
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Simon Kenton Saved the Life of Daniel Boone
Outside Kentucky and Ohio, Simon Kenton isn’t well
known. Not like his friend and fellow frontiersman, Daniel
Boone. Kenton’s larger-than-like adventures are the also
stuff of legend, but Boone had the better publicity. Shortly
after Kenton’s death in 1836, Lyman Draper began
compiling notes on his life, but he never got around to
writing a biography. That fell to Edna Kenton, a direct
descendant of Simon who used Draper’s notes to write the
first comprehensive biography of him, “Simon Kenton: His
Life and Period, 1755-1836,” published in 1930.
Kenton, born in Virginia about 1755, was a man “on his
A bronze statue of Simon Kenton stands on Riverside
own hook,” folks used to say. Edna Kenton described her an- Drive in Covington, Kentucky. Photo: Patrick Reddy
cestor as “a free agent, a man on his own, with the
ability to adapt himself on the instant to whatever was, and with the will to act by a golden rule –
to perform the duty laid by a free man upon himself.” The turning point of Kenton’s life came when
he was 16. The woman he loved married someone else, and the hotheaded Kenton interrupted the
wedding to fight the groom. Kenton was pummeled.
A rematch went the other way, and Kenton thought he’d beaten the man to death. Fearing the
hangman’s noose, Kenton fled westward and changed his name to Simon Butler. (Years later,
learning that the man lived, Kenton retook his name.) He found his way to Kentucky in 1771, where
he learned to adapt and survive in the wilderness. He then used his skills as a scout and spy serving
under Gen. George Rogers Clark alongside Daniel Boone in the Revolutionary War. Out in the
western frontier, the American soldiers fought Indians more than the British. Two incidents during
this time demonstrate Kenton’s mettle and made his reputation.
In April 1777, during an Indian attack on Fort Boonesborough in Kentucky, a bullet struck Boone’s
leg and he found himself staring up at a Shawnee’s tomahawk. Kenton charged, shot the scalper and
clubbed another attacker, then lifted Boone up in his arms and carried him, dodging and darting, to
safety. “Well, Simon, you have behaved like a man to-day,” Boone told him; “indeed you are a fine
fellow.” Effusive praise for frontiersmen.
On a spying mission in Chillicothe (near Xenia, Ohio) in 1778, Kenton was caught by the Shawnee
while stealing their horses. He was tortured and forced to “run the gauntlet,” in which he had to
run between two lines of Indians while they beat him with sticks, and if he fell, he had to start
again. Just as he was to be burned at the stake, his old friend Simon Girty, a defector working as an
Indian interpreter for the British, recognized Kenton and pleaded for his life. Spared, Kenton was
sent north to Fort Detroit, and then was freed in a prisoner trade.
Kenton accompanied Clark on retaliatory raids against the Indians in Ohio in 1780 and 1782,
crossing the river at the future site of Cincinnati. The men vowed to return to the spot 50 years
later, but most were dead by 1832. A cholera epidemic in Cincinnati scuttled the planned reunion,
but Kenton and his wife stopped briefly in the city. After the war, Kenton served under “Mad
Anthony” Wayne at the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794, and during the War of 1812 was at the
Battle of the Thames, which saw the defeat of Tecumseh. At one time, Kenton owned nearly half a
million acres in Kentucky, where he is remembered as one the great pioneers. He later settled in
Central Ohio, and is buried in Urbana. (www.cincinnati.com)
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127th NSSAR Annual Congress Highlights
The 127th NSSAR Annual
Congress was held at the site
of the 1982 World’s Fair in
Knoxville, Tennessee from
July 7th – 13th, 2017. This
year’s Congress was hosted by
the Tennessee Society, and
featured plenty of business
workshops, and activities.
The most noteworthy
highlights are as follows:

Color Guard joined the National Society Color Guard on Sunday for the
Annual Memorial Service. (L-R: Shawn Cox, Tim Ward, Anna I Wilke, Tony Robinson,
Jack Bredenfoerder, Troy Bailey, Michael Gunn, Lady Bailey, and John Franklin)

Committee work and ongoing
discussion, and planning the
celebration of our country’s
250th Anniversary in 2026.
States and chapters are
encouraged to begin
discussions and planning. I
volunteered to be a member of
this committee.

After much discussion and comment, a change in the dues cutoff was approved. Effective this year,
new member applications approved and registered after September 1st will be credited for the
following year. Note: This change does not apply to reinstatements and transfers.
A proposal to change the term of office of the President General from a one-year term to a two-year
term was proposed. After a lengthy discussion, the motion was defeated. The term of service for the
President General will remain one year.
Newly elected President General, Larry Guzy announced his goals and objectives for his term. Most
notably was his goal to increase NSSAR membership to 64,000 members by 2026. He also expressed
concern that the Society as a whole is experiencing zero growth. The issues regarding zero growth
are the same as at the chapter level; non-renewal, resignation, and death of our members.
Our own Ohio SAR Compatriot, John Franklin, received the prestigious Minuteman Award.
Chris and I had a very enjoyable time, met many new members, including spouses, and visiting
with old acquaintances. A complete report of the activities and business will soon be available at
sar.org.

Patriotically yours,
Troy Bailey, Treasurer & Past President
Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12
Sons of the American Revolution
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Wayne County Grave Marking Ceremony

5

Colonel Crawford Statue Decapitated
Bucyrus - The statue of Colonel William Crawford outside the
Crawford County Courthouse has been decapitated, county
employees confirmed Friday. Its head is missing. Located in a
niche on the left side of the Mansfield Street doors of the
courthouse, the statue depicts Colonel William Crawford, for
whom Crawford County is named. Crawford was a soldier and
leader in the French and Indian and Revolutionary wars and
was killed by Native Americans 79 years before the start of the
Civil War. Because the courthouse is owned by the county, the
case is being handled by the Crawford County Sheriff's Office,
according to Sheriff Scott Kent. Officers aren't sure when the
vandalism took place, Kent said. "We're still reviewing the
footage," he said.

The statue of Col. William Crawford that stands
outside the Crawford County Courthouse has been
decapitated by vandals. (Photo: Zach Tuggle)

According to attorney Joel Spitzer, “it’s actually quite shocking
to see this in little old Bucyrus, where we really have little
connection to what’s going on in the south… William Crawford was from the Revolutionary War and the
French and Indian War, so I thought he was fairly safe.” Spitzer said it’s unclear whether the statue was
damaged “either by political beliefs or by ignorance” but said he found it to be “a pitiful display of what
someone thinks or feels” that would have been better addressed through debate or discourse. “I think it
might be some sense of carryover from Charlottesville, and it may not be someone who knew the history
of Colonel Crawford but it may be monkey see, monkey do,” Spitzer said.
Spitzer said he is offering a $1,000 reward for anyone who provides information about the vandalism
that leads to an arrest and conviction. “I consider the courthouse a true gem of the county,” he said. “So
many people work hard to keep things nice and if something like that happens, people need to be held
accountable.” Whoever committed the vandalism will at least face a fifth-degree felony since the statue is
on government property, but that could change based on the value of the statue, according to Crawford
County Prosecutor Matt Crall. "It's still under investigation," Crall said. If the damage proves to be
valued at more than $7,500, Crall said the charge would increase to a fourth-degree felony. Ted Bruner, a
retired educator of 37 years, served as a teacher, middle school principal and superintendent at Colonel
Crawford Local Schools and often performed living history portrayals of Crawford for students and the
community.
Bruner describes Crawford as a lifelong friend of George Washington, who grew up with Washington,
surveyed with him, fought alongside him and later took orders from him. “Just about anywhere you
could find Washington, Crawford was there with him,” Bruner said. Following the Gnadenhutten
massacre, also known as the Moravian massacre, Washington ordered Crawford to lead a militia to quell
Indian raids. Native Americans were raiding settler’s homes in Pennsylvania in retaliation for the
massacre, in which nearly 100 Indians died. Crawford did not take part in that massacre.
In fact, Bruner said, Crawford was friends with many Native Americans. But after Crawford was
separated from his men during a retreat from the Battle of Sandusky, Indians captured him within the
area that is now Crawford County, tortured and killed him. Though they were looking to capture another
colonel named David Williamson, who was known as an Indian killer, they found Crawford and made an
example of him, according to Bruner. “Crawford was basically a hero. Now there are some people that
would tell you that’s not true, but they’re not reading the right books,” Bruner said. “He was just in the
wrong place at the wrong time… Anybody that knows history would know he is not a controversial
figure.” “Yeah, he killed some Indians, but he also killed some British, and he saved some Indians too,”
Bruner said. Bruner said he chalks the vandalism of the statue up to “probably alcohol or just stupidity.”
(www.bucyrustelegraphforum.com)
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Bill O'Reilly Book Takes on American Revolution
Bill O’Reilly’s next Killing book is going back to 1776. The seventh book in the best-selling
history series, co-written with Martin Dugard, is titled “Killing England: The Brutal Struggle
for American Independence.” It will be released on September 19th by Henry Holt.
The announcement comes a little over a month
after O’Reilly was ousted from his long-running,
highly rated tenure hosting The O’Reilly Factor
on Fox News, following sexual harassment
allegations. At the time, publisher Henry Holt
said its plans to release a new Killing book in
September had not changed. The last few years,
Holt has announced the new Killing book right at
this time, as thousands of booksellers converge for
the annual publishing industry gathering,
BookExpo America. “After a thorough and
careful review of the allegations, the company
and Bill O’Reilly have agreed that Bill O’Reilly
will not be returning to the Fox News Channel,”
21st Century Fox announced on April 19th. The
conservative host denied any wrongdoing and
called the charges "completely unfounded."

This is the second book in the Killing series to
depart from the original formula, which focused
on recreating the violent deaths (or near deaths,
in the case of President Reagan) of public figures.
Last year's Killing the Rising Sun: How America
Vanquished World War II Japan took on the defeat of an entire nation. In a news release, the
publisher on Tuesday said Killing England will tell the story of the Revolutionary War
"through the perspectives of many American heroes including George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Jefferson and their foe across the sea, King George III, as they lead the
fight for a new nation’s independence.”
Four books in the series have hit No. 1 on USA TODAY’s Best-Selling Books list: Killing Jesus
(2013), Killing Patton (2014), Killing Reagan (2015) and Killing the Rising Sun (2016). The series
began in 2011 with Killing Lincoln, a minute-by-minute account of the assassination of
President Lincoln. O’Reilly has spun off best-selling young-reader editions of the series, and
several of the books (Killing Lincoln, Killing Reagan and Killing Jesus) were adapted for TV by
National Geographic.
It remains to be seen whether the controversy surrounding O’Reilly and Fox News will have
any impact on future book sales. His most recent book, Old School, a primer on “old school”
values co-written with Bruce Feirstein, landed on USA TODAY’s best-seller list at No. 2 on
April 6th. After seven weeks, it dropped out of the top 150. Publisher Holt did not respond to a
question Tuesday about whether it was concerned the controversy would affect sales of Killing
England. (www.usatoday.com)
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Awards Presented to NEO Chapter #12 Members
at National Conference and Summer BOM
Several members of NEO Chapter #12 received awards this summer at the 127th National
Conference and State Board of Management Meeting. They are:
Von Steuben Medal, National Award for Color Guard Participation:

Troy Bailey
Molly Pitcher Medal, National Award for support of Color Guard:

Chris Bailey

Venie Hinson
Silver Color Guard Medal, National Award for Color Guard Participation:

Jim Gilbert

Jim Pildner

Dan Matheke

Steve Hinson
Liberty Medal, for Outstanding Services in the Recruitment of New Members:

Tim Ward

Troy Bailey

Partners in Patriotism Certificate, Patriotic Outreach & Wreaths Across America:

North Eastern Ohio #12 Chapter Award

NEO Chapter #12 Grave Marking Program
Once again, we continued to recognize Revolutionary
War Patriots buried in Northeastern Ohio. In late May,
nine patriots in the Jefferson Township cemeteries of
Oak Dale and Hickok were recognized. We were
privileged to have the Honorable John Patterson, 99th
Ohio District Representative, as our speaker.
On July 2nd, in Wayne Township, ten patriots were
honored in Roberts, Hayes, and Center Cemeteries. The
local Stanley-Redmond-Harper Chapter DAR joined us
in Wayne Township, and presented wreaths to
Troy Bailey, Dan Matheke, Bob Parvin, Tim Ward, Keith
Corkwell, Nathan Mohar, Lad Lubanovich, Eric Reed, daughters, and flowers to wives of patriots buried in
Don Swift, Ben Terrill, Nicholas Cochran, Alan Reed, these cemeteries.
Steve Hinson, Andrew Proctor, Scott Wludyga

On July 22nd, NEO Chapter #12 supported Newbury
Township’s bicentennial program by honoring seven patriots in South Newbury Cemetery. The
Molly Chittenden Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution supported the
program by placing flowers on graves of Patriots’ wives. Boy Scout Troop 99 of Geauga
participated in the ceremony by assisting the Color Guard in the presentation and retirement
of colors, and by helping chapter members place wreaths.—Steve Hinson
8

Wine Dating from the American Revolution Era
Discovered at Historic New Jersey House
Benjamin Franklin once said, "Wine makes daily
living easier, less hurried, with fewer tensions and
more tolerance." It seems his opinion may have been
popular in the days of the founding fathers -- a New
Jersey museum recently discovered wine dating back
to about 20 years after the American Revolution.
During a six-month renovation of the wine cellar on
the historic grounds of the Liberty Hall Museum, the
team found three cases of Madeira wine believed to
be from 1796 and an additional 42 demijohns believed
to be from the 1820's. "It's a very large historic house
The wine cellar at the Liberty Hall Museum at
museum originally from 1770 and over the last five to
Kean University in New Jersey
six years we decided to take the house room by room
and make repairs and update and evaluate a lot of the structures," Bill Schroh, director of
museum operations at Liberty Hall Museum at Kean University told ABC News.
"We decided to restore the wine cellar, which hadn't been looked over since 1949 and we never
could have imagined finding what we did," he added. According to Schroh, the museum team
found what they believe are revolutionary-era spirits from six different time periods in old
wooden crates, covered in dust. They appear to have been shipped to John Kean in Elizabeth,
New Jersey. "It turned out there were three crates of it and inside were bottles labeled 'Robert
Lenox of Philadelphia 1796,' when they were first bottled," he added. "The wine had been
re-bottled once it came over to America. We also found 42 of large casks, demijohns, covered in
wicker, that date back to 1820."
"We had to do the research, but luckily for us it was all there so we didn't run against a dead
end at all," Schroh explained. "We could go even further to find out about Lenox." The museum
had the wine tested by The Rare Wine Co., a California-based premier wine merchant, which
helped confirm its authenticity and highlighted some of its historical features.
According to the wine company's founder Mannie Berk, Madeira was one of the most
prestigious wines in the British colonies. "By the time of the American Revolution, [Madeira]
had become a fortified wine of compelling character, and it was this wine that achieved a place
in American popular culture unique in its history," Berk wrote in an article for Rare Wine Co.
After the wine cellar renovations were completed, the demijohns, original wooden shipping
crates and full bottles of Madeira were put on display inside the museum as part of the exhibit
open to the public. "We kept some of it in the antique wine cages, but it's also on display
cabinets along with racks and other displays inside the wine cellar. People can come, see it and
learn about the history from Colonial times," Schroh said.
The Liberty Hall Museum is located on the campus of Kean University in Union, New Jersey,
which was founded in 1855. (abcnews.go.com)
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Libertas et Patria!

Important Dates to Remember

Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12
Patriot's Day Program
September 9th, 2017 at 11:30 am
Best Friend's Restaurant
1741 OH-534, Geneva, Ohio 44041
Naturalization Ceremony
September 15th, 2017 at 10:30 am
Garfield National Historic Site
8095 Mentor Ave
Mentor, Ohio 44060
Constitution Day Celebration
with New Connecticut DAR
September 16th, 2017 at 10:00 am
Painesville Square Gazebo
7 Richmond Street
Painesville, Ohio 44077

Geneva Grape Jamboree
September 23rd & 24th at 12:30 pm
U.S. 20 & Ohio 534
Geneva, Ohio 44041
NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting
September 28th - 30th, 2017
Brown Hotel, 335 W Broadway
Louisville, KY 40202
Fort Laurens Moccasin Roast
September 30th, 2017 at 5:00 pm
11064 Fort Laurens Road
Bolivar, Ohio 44612

Battle of Point Pleasant
Memorial Service
October 7th & 8th, 2017
1st Street, Point Pleasant
West Virginia 25550
Covered Bridge Festival
October 14th, 2017 at 12:30 pm
25 West Jefferson Street
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
OHSSAR
Board of Management Meeting
October 27th & 28th, 2017
Maumee Bay State Park
1400 State Park Road
Oregon, Ohio 43616
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