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Compatriots & Friends,  
 

What a winter we’ve had! Some of us “older” members surely remember the winters of the 
70’s and 80’s, and maybe even the winter of 1959 and 1960. Given the duration and severity 
of this last winter, it’s hard to imagine how our patriot ancestors survived. We are truly 
beholden to their contributions, which make our comfortable way of life possible today. 
 

Please join me in welcoming our new members. We continue to grow in numbers. In fact, I 
was just wondering if we should get together more often. True, there are a number of Color 
Guard activities each year, but not everyone is able to participate. By the same token, I’ve 
received a suggestion from one of our members to plan a trip to Washington, D.C. or 
possibly to some other historical site. Please let me know your thoughts on this.  
 

Steve Hinson, our Treasurer, has taken on the task of heading up the newly organized 
NSSAR Revolutionary War Grave Marking Committee. You may have read more about 
this program on the NSSAR web site. Steve and I are currently working on a dedication 
program for July 4th in Andover, Ohio. We’ve identified four Revolutionary War Veterans’ 
graves in the West Andover Cemetery, two of which do not have gravestones. We’re also 
looking into the possibility of conducting a program that same day at the “Old Cemetery” in 
Andover proper.  
 

Steve is also working on potential programs in Williamsfield as well. These program 
dedications will be similar to the ones we have had in previous years, with the addition of 
marking the Veteran’s grave with an SAR marker. The veterans include Abda Dolph, 
Francis Lyman, John Fenn, Nathan Mason, Seth Hillyer, and possibly Elijah Morse in 
Williamsfield. I know that the 4th of July is a busy time for most folks but if you have time, 
come out to Andover to honor these Revolutionary War Veterans. 
 

By now, you may have heard that the NSSAR is celebrating its 125th year. As part of our 
participation in the celebration, we have invited local elected officials to join us on April 
19th to present proclamations in recognition of the anniversary. The National Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution was organized and established on April 30th, 1889.  
 

Lastly, please note that the Armed Forces Day program that was scheduled for May 17th, 
2014, program has been cancelled. Of course, I’ll be sure to keep you informed of all current 
and future Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12 programs and activities, which will also be 
posted on our web site (neo12sar.net). As always, Jim and I welcome suggestions for future 
meetings, including topics, locations, and dates.  
 

Patriotically yours, 
 

Troy Bailey, President 
Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12  
Sons of the American Revolution 
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Ohio Society Update 
Tim Ward (standing left) is congratulated by  
Minuteman Mike Tomme (standing right) and  

Minuteman Paul Wilke 
(seated) on being named 
to the Class of 2014  
Minuteman.  The  
Minuteman award is 
the highest award given 
by the National Society 
to exemplary long  
serving members.  Tim 
will receive the honor 
at the National  
Congress that will be 
held in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina in July.  

Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12 Officers 

 
President - Troy Bailey 

1st Vice President - John McClellan 
2nd Vice President - Jim Pildner 

Registrar - Tim Ward 
Treasurer - Steve Hinson 

Secretary - Dan Matheke 
Historian - Scott Wludyga  

Chaplain - Vernon Palo 
Genealogist - Troy Bailey 

Welcome New SAR Members! 

Roger Frain, descendant of John Kilburn, Jr. 
David Budd, descendant of Joshua Budd 

Ronald (Rocky) Nelson, descendant of Solomon Tracy 

The Ohio Society 
Board of  
Management held 
its Winter meeting 
in Newark, Ohio 
where the  
Nominating  
Committee  
introduced a  
proposed slate of 
Officers for 2014-

2015, also to be voted on at the Annual Meeting.  
Executive Committee members include President Ted 
Minier, 1st Vice President Jim Schaffer, 2nd Vice  
President Rev. David Foster, Secretary Steve Frash, 
and Treasurer Steve Hinson. President George Ruch 
introduced Steve Hinson as the interim Treasurer.  

George Ruch & Steve Hinson 

Eagle Scout Recognized (Geneva, Ohio) 
 

The NEO Chapter #12 Sons of the American Revolution meet at  
Ferrante’s Restaurant in Geneva Ohio to celebrate President’s Day. 
In recognition of the holiday, Jack Warren presented a program  
describing many fun facts and interesting tidbits about all 43 of our 
current and former Presidents. Eagle Scout Robert McKay was  
presented an SAR Eagle Scout award for his winning Eagle Scout  
Essay. In addition to the award Robert received a cash prize and will 
compete at the state level in May.  Left to Right: Steve Brown, Troy Bailey, Jim Gilbert, 

Robert & Andrea, Wyatt & Casey McKay 

Christopher Nelson, descendant of Solomon Tracy 
Larry Koval, descendant of Timothy Ruggles 

Randy Henry, descendant of Peter Henry 

In other news, the OHSSAR Marietta Chapter celebrated the Ohio Society’s 10,000th  member at the 
monthly meeting that was held March 13th 2014 at the Marietta, Ohio, VFW Hall.  Dylan is the 
Grandson of Marietta Chapter President Jean Yost.  Dylan Traikoff was first taken into the SAR on 
December 14, 2007 under the youth program.  Beverly Schumacher, OHSDAR Past State Regent did 
the original application for Dylan plus several other youth members of the different OHSSAR  
Chapters. (ohssardispatch.wordpress.com) 

ohssardispatch.wordpress.com
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The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution  
Only bold historians will attempt one-volume histories of the 
American Revolution’s origins; Thomas P. Slaughter brings 
his off brilliantly. Rarely, if ever, has this history been told 
with such graceful readability, freshness, and clarity. It’s 
mostly narrative history, with Slaughter, a biographer and 
historian of American naturalists and the early republic, 
avoiding academic arguments while introducing some of the 
latest academic perspectives. The major one is to place the 
coming of the Revolution in its world-historical context and 
show how colonial events were linked to developments in  
India, Europe, and elsewhere. Slaughter’s principal  
interpretive scheme is to show how the colonies had become 
separate from Britain long before becoming independent. But 
this organizing theme is applied lightly and never intrudes 
on the hard-to-put-down tale, filled with apt quotations and  
captivating human portraits. If there’s a limitation to the 
book, it’s Slaughter’s conventional top-down approach. Yes, 
those who rioted in Boston and dumped tea into Boston  
Harbor play their necessary roles here. But overall, the  
author too much slights the common people’s part in bringing 
on independence, then war; and colonial society is absent 
from the scene. Nevertheless, as a political, event-filled  
history of its subject, this masterful work is unsurpassed. 
(www.publishersweekly.com) 

Book on Losing British Generals Wins American History Prize 

The British may have lost the colonies in 1781. But the tale of their 
defeat has just won a prestigious literary honor, thanks to  
Andrew Jackson O’Shaughnessy’s study “The Men Who Lost  
America: British Leadership, the American Revolution, and the 
Fate of the Empire,” which has been awarded the New-York  
Historical Society’s annual American history book prize. The 
prize, whose previous winners include Robert Caro, Drew Gilpin 
Faust and Gordon Wood, comes with a $50,000 cash award and an 
engraved medal, which will be presented in April at a black-tie 
gala during the society’s annual Weekend with History event. Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy, a professor at the University of Virginia and a 
dual citizen of Britain and the United States, has been praised by 
reviewers for showing, as the headline in a review of the book in 
The National Interest put it, that “Redcoat Leaders Weren’t All 
Dolts.” Mr. O’Shaughnessy “uses the intertwined stories of key  
decision makers to explain how Britain lost a war that, on paper, 
it should have won,” the historian William Anthony Hay wrote in 
that review, noting that the longstanding myth of British military 
incompetence also diminished the achievements of George  

Washington and other American commanders. “Greatness, after all,” he added, “hardly lies in 
achieving the inevitable.” (Jennifer Schuessler, artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com) 

http://www.publishersweekly.com
artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com
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A Red-Letter Day for History's Longest-Running Film,  
“Story of a Patriot" 

When the longest-running film in motion picture history debuted on March 31, 1957, it was already 
far ahead of its time. Financed by Colonial Williamsburg benefactor John D. Rockefeller Jr. and 
shot in and around the Historic Area in May 1956, "Williamsburg: The Story of a Patriot" may have 
started its life as a humble orientation film. But virtually everything about it was much more than 
first rate. 
 

Instead of working with standard 35mm film -- which even then would have been considered  
extravagant for such a pedestrian purpose -- Academy Award-winning director George Seaton was 
able to make the relatively short, 34-minute movie in a pioneering high-definition, ultra-wide-screen 
format known as VistaVision. 
 

The celebrated writer and director of "Miracle on 34th Street" and "The Country Girl" also employed 
a new six-channel sound-recording system, creating an immersive stereo experience at a time when 
every other film of this type -- and even most B-films -- were single-track mono-aural. That made the 
score by Academy Award-winning composer Bernard Hermann -- who was famous for his  
memorable musical contributions to nearly a half-dozen suspense-filled Alfred Hitchcock films -- all 
the more impressive when "Story of a Patriot" premiered. Adding to the impact of the film -- which 
was also distinguished by its decision to tell Williamsburg's story through a dramatic narrative -- 
were two specially curved and hyper-realistic theater screens constructed as part of Colonial  
Williamsburg's new $10 million information center and Motor Lodge hospitality complex. 
 

"The Story of a Patriot" is the "culminating effort on the 
part of Colonial Williamsburg to fulfill its deeply felt  
responsibility to make visits here an historically moving 
experience," said foundation chairman Winthrop  
Rockefeller, speaking at a special press showing featuring 
Seaton and Paramount Pictures Vice-President Frank 
Freeman. That big-time Hollywood treatment had other 
motives, too, and they began unfolding the very next day 
with the April 1 dedication of Jamestown Festival Park 
and the 350th anniversary celebration of the 1607  
founding of Jamestown. CW President Kenneth Chorley 
and his board were gambling that the Historic Area 
would be awash in tourists as a result all the  
international hoopla -- not to mention the opening of the 
Jamestown leg of the Colonial Parkway. And "Story of a 
Patriot" represented just part of their huge investment in polishing and adding to Williamsburg's 
attractions. Still, the film's unusually high-production values also have given the fictional story of 
Virginia planter John Fry -- played by actor Jack Lord -- a very long life. 
 

In 2002, the movie logged its 30-millionth viewer with little sign of a need for an update. Many 
more years and viewers were insured two years later, when the film restoration guru who helped 
save "Lawrence of Arabia," "Vertigo" and "My Fair Lady" spurred the effort to digitize the film  
after discovering that the last negative available for making prints was falling apart. "Everyone in 
Hollywood is aware of this film, and the curriculum vitae of the people who made it," film  
preservationist Bob Harris told Daily Press reporter Mike Holtzclaw in 2004, after a $1 million  
resurrection effort that would have cost twice as much had it not been for the technicians who  
donated their labor. "How do allow a George Seaton to disappear? Or a Bernard Herrman score? 
"You can't do that. You just can't." (Mark St. John Erickson, www.dailypress.com) 

Many of Colonial Williamsburg's most familiar vistas provided 

backdrops for "The Story of a Patriot," including the Capitol's east 

green, shown here behind planter John Fry, standing at center, 

played by Jack Lord. The shot was taken from the front porch of 

Christiana Campbell's tavern. (Colonial Williamsburg) 

http://www.dailypress.com
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Group Wants to Preserve Fort Stephenson Site 

The Battle of Fort Stephenson Celebration Committee is looking to have a portion of the former 
Fremont Middle School property designated as a national battlefield and fort site, and it is seeking 
out state and federal funds to preserve it. Fremont City Schools still is deciding what to do with the 
old middle school site on Croghan Street, and Fort Stephenson committee officials recently sent a  
letter to the school district detailing their ideas for using the property as an open park area and a 
place to honor the early 19th century battle and its combatants. Katherine Rice, Fort Stephenson’s 
committee chairwoman, said the Fort Stephenson site was given a historic preservation designation 
through a Congressional study published in 2007 that made it eligible for grant funding through the 
National Park Service, the Historic Preservation Fund and other state and private entities. Fort 
Stephenson was determined to be a historical site that was fragmented or destroyed by urban or 
suburban development, Rice said, which made it eligible for funding. She said there was also a new 
grant program available through the Ohio Humanities Council where visitors would be able to go to 
the site and get an audio/visual virtual tour of the fort and details on the 1813 battle. Rice said the 
group’s plans for the site ultimately revolve around bringing a Fort Stephenson museum and a park 
area that would include a memorial area to the former middle school. “In 
the long-term, the object would be no development on the site,” Rice said. 
As the committee awaits word on the old middle school site, Rice said it  
also has added a couple of new wrinkles to this summer’s Fort Stephenson  
festival. She said organizers would be celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the Star Spangled Banner at the event. Visitors to the 2014 festival also can 
purchase a round of cannon fire for a still-to-be determined amount, with 
officials announcing from the main stage a tribute to a loved one or the 
reason for the cannon salute. Rice said there will be six cannons on hand at 
this year’s festival for the tributes. (Daniel Carson, thenews-messenger.com) 

American Revolution Museum Readies for Construction 

Although the Museum of the American Revolution is still a couple years from opening, demolition has 
already begun on the former visitor center at Chestnut Street & South 3rd Street in Philadelphia, where 
the $118 million museum will be built. At a recent ceremony museum officials hosted philanthropist H.F. 
“Gerry” Lenfest, former Gov. Ed Rendell, Revolutionary War re-enactors, members of the Bricklayers  
union, a crowd of supporters and of course, a couple of critics. The museum promises to “tell the complete 
story of the American Revolution,” 1760-87, through objects, artifacts, art work, manuscripts, special  
exhibitions, theaters and Gen. George Washington’s headquarters tent. Rendell said the museum will be 
“great for our city and our nation,” attracting heritage tourists. “It’s important that we take note of 

what happened here [in Philadelphia],” Rendell said. In his remarks, 
he portrayed America’s fight with England as an underdog battle. 
“It was like Appalachian State beating Michigan in football. It  
never should have happened,” he said. The 118,000-square-foot  
museum will be built by Intech Construction. Though, a completion 
date has not been set. Critics have said they don’t like the building’s 
design, which is by noted architect Robert A.M. Stern. Someone 
holding a sign to that effect said the planned architecture doesn’t 
live up to that of Colonial-era architect Robert Smith, who designed 
nearby Carpenters Hall, St. Peter’s Church and the steeple on Christ 
Church. Funding for the museum comes from Lenfest, who pledged 
$40 million; the State, which pledged $30 million; and the Oneida  
Indian Nation, which contributed $10 million. (Peter Van Allen, 
www.bizjournals.com) 

The $118 million Museum of the American  

Revolution will be built on the site of the former 

visitor center, which has a mural featuring George 

Washington. (Peter Van Allen) 

thenews-messenger.com
http://www.bizjournals.com
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“Founding Mothers, Remembering the Ladies” by Cokie Roberts 

Ten years ago, Cokie Roberts, the political commentator and  
contributor to National Public Radio’s “Morning Edition,”  
published “Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our  
Nation.” Now she has distilled that much longer work about 
women’s roles at the time of the American Revolution to create 
“Founding Mothers: Remembering the Ladies,” a picture book 
intended for children from 7 to 12, engagingly illustrated by  
Diane Goode. Among the women Roberts profiles are first ladies 
Martha Washington, Abigail Adams and Dolley Madison;  
Benjamin Franklin’s wife, Deborah, who ran the postal service 
for years while Franklin was overseas; and Esther DeBerdt Reed, 
an Englishwoman who, after moving with her American  
husband to Boston, became so loyal to the Revolution that she 
wrote a rousing newspaper article, “Sentiments of an American 
Woman,” encouraging support of the troops. 
 

Though most of these “ladies” were from relatively elite backgrounds, Roberts includes the  
prodigy-poet Phillis Wheatley, a slave who was educated and eventually freed by the family who 
bought her. Roberts also writes shorter entries on women who gained fame as “warriors” for the 
Revolutionary cause, like Deborah Sampson (disguised as “Robert Shurtleff,” she fought in the Army 
until a doctor discovered her secret) and Margaret Corbin (after her husband was killed in the  
Battle of Fort Washington, she manned his artillery position despite suffering gunshot wounds). 
Roberts describes her ladies as fully as she can, given the picture-book format and the sometimes 
limited historical record. As she notes, women’s letters were rarely preserved; Martha Washington 
burned most of her correspondence with her husband after his death, though John Adams’s  
animated correspondence with Abigail Adams survived. 
 

Throughout, Roberts’s style and tone is warm and casual, bringing a feeling of immediacy to distant 
18th-century lives: “These women were feisty and funny and flirty. And they were great patriots — 
completely devoted to the American cause.” She marvels that Eliza Lucas Pinckney, who as a  
teenager ran her father’s three plantations, figured out, when none of her neighbors could, how to 
grow indigo, in great demand as a textile dye. “Indigo,” Roberts says, “became the biggest  
moneymaking crop in South Carolina before the American Revolution, and a 19-year-old girl had 
made that happen.” 
 

Much better than contemporary paintings could do, Goode’s 
illustrations, in of-the-era pen and ink, help define the spirit 
of the women whose lives Roberts sketches. With their  
determined, amused glances and double chins, they look well 
prepared for the task of nation-building. In places, realism 
shifts toward fancy: Mercy Otis Warren, an influential  
writer, appears sitting in the leaves of an open book, sheets 
of foolscap fluttering out from under her busy quill. Goode 
studied her subjects’ handwriting so thoroughly that Roberts 
teases, in an afterword, “She could start a new career as a 
counterfeiter.” You don’t have to be a graphologist to find 
interesting and suggestive the differences between Martha 
Washington’s unsteady schoolgirl signature and Phillis 

Wheatley’s elegant, carefully slanted one. (Sarah Harrison Smith, www.nytimes.com) 

Illustration by Diane Goode 

http://www.nytimes.com
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Fairlawn to Celebrate Croghan with Events, Park Rededication 

The namesake of Croghan Park in Fairlawn has long been considered to have spent a night in the 
vicinity of Smith Road in Fairlawn in 1813 on the way to Fort Stephenson during the War of 1812. 
But Sharon Myers, president of the William Wetmore Chapter Daughters of 1812, who has been  
researching local involvement in the War of 1812, said it’s most likely Croghan’s detachment came 
through the area, but he wasn’t with them. “Smith Road was extremely important,” Myers said. “It 
was the main east-west route for troops and supplies. That’s where Croghan comes into our area. 
But he was not going for supplies. A detachment of his company was camped out at [what is now] 
Macy’s.” 
 
Fairlawn Mayor William Roth said he’s not heard that Croghan wasn’t with his troops before. “It’s 
our understanding that they camped roughly where Croghan Park is, and the assumption is that he 
camped with them,” he said. “We’re honored to name the park after him.” Regardless of whether or 
not the war hero rested his head in Fairlawn, Kentucky-born Croghan was one of the nation’s finest 
during the war between the U.S. and Britain 200 years ago. Myers said Croghan was just 21 when 
he won the Battle of Fort Stephenson, in Fremont, and defeated the British and thousands of Native 
American warriors with a single cannon. 
 
The event is the first leading up to a planned rededication of Croghan Park, which is 40 years old 
this year. “We’re pretty excited,” Roth said. “It’s the 40th anniversary of the park, and we’re going 
to be doing a lot this year.” Since Fairlawn is in the midst of improvements to the park that bears 
Croghan’s name, it seemed like a great time to celebrate the man and provide the opportunity to 
learn more about him, said Laurie Beisecker, director of the Fairlawn Parks and Recreation  
Department. She added, however, the city only came to realize the significance of the anniversary 
by accident. Former Councilman Jim Swartz was cleaning out an office when he came upon a  
shovel that was used in the groundbreaking for the park. It was marked with the date, which 
prompted city officials to realize this year was a big anniversary for the park. 

 
Beisecker also came to see residents are interested in Croghan 
and his history after a memorial to Croghan located at the  
corner of Sand Run Parkway and Miller Road was removed. 
“Once the memorial came down, because of the work there, we 
started getting calls from people asking ‘What are you doing?’” 
Beisecker said. Plans are still coming together for the summer 
rededication of the park, but Beisecker said the date is set for 
July 19th. “It’s going to be really neat,” she said. Of course, the 
Croghan memorial will be placed back at the corner. Myers said 
the memorial also has an interesting history. It was originally 
on Smith Road at the current site of Summit Mall, but it was 
moved when the mall was built, she said. The marker, dated 
1954, was a project of the Portage Trail Chapter Daughters of 
1812, Myers said. Other monthly presentations highlighting local 
history and the War of 1812 will take place in the months  
leading up to this summer’s park dedication.  
(Kathleen Folkerth, www.akron.com) 

The marker that notes the significance of Col. George 

Croghan in the Fairlawn area will be set up again at 

Croghan Park when work there is completed this summer, 

according to Fairlawn officials. (City of Fairlawn) 

http://www.akron.com
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This newsletter is intended for members of the 

Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12 of the Sons of 

the American Revolution. It is for educational 

purposes only, and is not for sale. 

Important Dates to Remember 

Northeastern Ohio Chapter #12  
Sons of the American Revolution 
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Editor: John A. McClellan 
E-mail: j.a.mcclellan@csuohio.edu 
Website: www.neo12sar.net 

Libertas et Patria! 

Patriots' Day Meeting &  
Saturday, April 19th, at 12:00 pm 

Deer's Leap Winery 
1520 Harpersfield Road 

Geneva, Ohio 44041 
 

Geauga County Maple Festival Parade 
Sunday, April 27th, 2014 

Chardon Square, Short Court Street 
Chardon, Ohio 44024 

 
OHSSAR Annual Meeting 

May 2nd-4th, 2014 
Salt Fork Lodge 

14755 Cadiz Road 
Lore city, Ohio 43755 

 
Chagrin Falls Blossom Time Festival 

Sunday, May 25th, 2014 
400 E Washington Street 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 

http://cvjc.org 

 Ashtabula Memorial Day Program 
Monday, May 26th, 2014 

Veterans Memorial at Point Park 
Walnut Blvd, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 

 
NEO Chapter #12 Flag Day Program 

Saturday June 14th at 3:00 pm 
Laleure Vineyards 
17335 Nash Road 

Parkman, Ohio 44080 
(440) 548-5120 

 
Naturalization Ceremony  

Friday, July 11th, at 10:00 am 
Garfield National Historic Site  

8095 Mentor Ave  
Mentor, Ohio 44060 

 
124th NSSAR Congress 

July 18th-24th, 2014 
Greenville, South Carolina 

congress.sar.org 

 OHSSAR Board of Management Meeting 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Memorial 

July 25th-26th, 2014 
11064 Fort Laurens Road 

Bolivar, Ohio 44612 
 

NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting 
September 26th-27th, 2014 

NSSAR Headquarters 
1000 S 4th Street 

Louisville, Kentucky 40203 
 

Austinburg Country Days Parade 
Saturday, September 6th, 2014 

Ohio 45 & Ohio 307 
Austinburg, Ohio 44010 

www.austinburgcountrydays.com 
 

Geneva Grape Jamboree 
September 27 & 28, 2014 

U.S. 20 & Ohio 534 
Geneva, OH 44041 

parade@grapejamboree.com 
 
 

mailto:j.a.mcclellan@csuohio.edu
http://www.neo12sar.net
http://cvjc.org
congress.sar.org
http://www.austinburgcountrydays.com
mailto:parade@grapejamboree.com

